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had hastened to Beresford's assistance with 10,000 men, was
enabled to resume the siege.
Although the British commander fully realised that he had
at his disposal only a short space before the French assembled
in superior numbers before him, his conduct of operations
against the fortress followed the same lines as., and met with
no better fortune than, the earlier ones. Mafmont, who had
replaced Massena after Fuentes de Onoro, hurried with great
promptitude to join Soult in the raising of the siege, and
though Wellington also drew down his own forces from Beira,
he even so found himself able to muster only 54,000 men -
against his adversaries' 60,000. He therefore drew off to a
strong position between Elvas and Cainpo Mayor, and, when
the Marshals were once more compelled to separate by want
of food and risings in their rear, brought back his army to a
rest area extending from north of the Tagus to the Guadiana,
from which he could at need assail either Ciudad Rodrigo or
Badajoz.
x In August he moved once more to Beira, and took up a
position to menace the former place. Marmont and Dorsenne,
commanding the French Army of the North, which had all the
summer been engaged in a vain attempt to subdue the Galician
insurgents, advanced rapidly, caught him for once at a dis-
advantage, and forced him to fall back in haste to Sabugal,
where they once more declined to accept the offered battle,
and fell back to disperse in due course for subsistence. The
British also took up winter quarters extending from Celorico
to south of Ciudad Rodrigo, and a brilliant little exploit by
Hill's detachment south of the Tagus at Arroyo Molinos put
an end to the British operations of 1811.
In the east of Spain, although Macdonald in Catalonia
was. engaged for the greater part of the year in the recovery
of the fortress of Figueras, which, surprised by the guerillas
in April, held out till August, Suchet, going from success to
success, reduced Tarragona, and moving into Valencia defeated
Blake at Saguntum, and in January 1812 captured Valencia city
and the remnants of the Spanish army. In Andalusia, how-
ever, the French suffered a set-back, Victor's expedition against
Tarifa at the end of the year being unable to overcome the
sturdy resistance of its Anglo-Spanish garrison.
The campaign of 1812 was to see a face put upon events
far other from that of the previous year. It opened with two
brilliant strokes by the British army against the fortresses of
Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz, the twin French sally ports on
the frontier between Portugal and Spain, which auring the
past two years had so greatly facilitated the attack of the one